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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR PINT C A 

SUFN: RUMORED DEATH OP SENIOR PRC OPFICIAL 

1. SWISS CONSUL GENERAL CALLED THIS AFTERNOON TO INFORM US 
THAT HE HAD HEARD FROM A SOURCE AT JARDINES THAT MAO TSE- 
TUNG DIED NIGHT OP JANUARY 1. SINCE THESE RUMORS CROP UP 
PROM TIME TO TIME, WE DID NOT TAKE STORY SERIOUSLY. HOWEVER, 
TIME BUREAU CHIEF ROY ROWAN HAS JUST CALLED TO SAY THAT A 
BANK OP CHINA OFPICIAL TOLD ONE OP HIS (ROWAN'S) STALE THIS 
APTERNOON THAT A SENIOR PRC OPPICIAL HAS DIED. HE WAS 
CHECKING TO SEE IP HE HAD HEARD ANYTHING. 

2. STORY IS STILL VERY TENUOUS, BUT THOUGHT WE WOULD ALERT 
YOU IN CASE YOU MIGHT WISH TO LOOK AROUND PEKING POR ANY 
SIGNS OF UNUSUAL ACTIVITY. "A SENIOR CHINESE OPFICIAL", OF 
COURSE, MIGHT MORE LIKELY BE CHOU EN-LAI. 
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